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Subj ect: Annual report fromJl

The J1 annual report is attached. There are no outstanding projects, mssed
deadl i nes, etc. The report is, indeed, substantially identical to those of
the | ast several years with the exception of section 3g, bel ow

Si ncerely,

John C. Klensin, Ph.D.

Chair, J1

1770 Massachusetts Ave, #322
Canbri dge, MA 02140-2859

klensn@jck.com

INCITS Technical Conmittee
Annual Report for TC J1
Covering the period 2001.04.01 to 2002.04.01
Subgr oup: Technical Conmttee J1, PL/I

1. Executive Sunmmary

J1 has devel opnent and mai ntenance responsibility for standards and technica
reports related to the PL/I Programm ng Language. Since the relevant
docunents have been published, and all of the committee's projects are in
mai nt enance status, J1 went into mai ntenance/ correspondence status severa
years ago, and has renmined in that status. There has been no significant
activity or events in the | ast several years.

J1 is expected to shift its projects and docunents into “stabilized” status
during this year’s reporting period.

2. Technical Projects (updated 2002.04.18).

This section is identical to the Secretariat’s Iist (and, except for format,
to last year’s report), except that this Chair has no recollection, or copy,
of the information bulletin on X3.53 which is cited below for the first tine.

a. Project 212M Mai ntenance and revi sion of X3.53-1976.
Programm ng Language PL/ I
I ncl udes X3.53:1976/ Tl B-1: 1983
Title: PL/I Information Bulletin #1 (Applies to X3.53.1976)

Correspondi ng international project and document:
| SO I EC Doc.: |S 6160: 1979
JTC 1 Project: 22.05
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Initial public review (m|estone 4) date.

Standard reaffirmed in 1993 and 1998. No further action contenplated unti
the next five-year review cycle, at which tinme, a “reaffirnf recomendati on
i s expected.

Proj ect Description.

This project addresses revision, reaffirmation, or w thdrawal of X3.53-1976
(R1993, R1998), American National Standard Progranm ng Language PL/I, as
requi red by ANSI rul es.

Publ i cati ons during past year
None

St at enent of progress and current status.
No significant activity. No maintenance requests. This project is conplete
and on schedule. This project has no outstanding work itens.

Future Pl ans
This project is in maintenance status. The TC anticipates no further
changes to this standard.

Project 296M A general - purpose subset of PL/I.
Correspondi ng international project and docunent:

SO IEC Doc.: |IS 6522:1992 (“General Purpose PL/I")

JTC 1 Project: 22.06

Initial public review (ml|estone 4) date.
St andard approved | ate 1987, reaffirmed 1993 and 1998. No work pending.

Proj ect description.

Thi s project addresses mai ntenance and revision of X3.74-1987 (R1993,
R1998), which is intended to represent a subset of the PL/I |anguage small
enough for small conputers but still suitable for scientific, comercial,
and systens progranmm ng.

Publ i cati ons during the past year
None.

St at enent of progress and status.
No activity this year. No mmi ntenance requests. Standard approved in
late 1987 and reaffirnmed in 1993. Project is in maintenance status.
No mai ntenance or clarification requests received during the reporting
year. Corresponding | SO standard conpl eted and approved. |SO standard
is up for review this year; SC22 has recommended reaffirmation and J1
will presumably follow suit. There are no outstanding work itens on
this task at present.
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Project 297M Devel opnent of real-time extensions to PL/I.
St andard Designation: X3/ TR-8:1988
Title: A Working Definition of the Proposed Extensions for PL/I Real -
Ti me Applications

Correspondi ng international project and docunment: none

Target dates
Techni cal report published and avail abl e t hrough G obal Engi neering
Docunments. No outstandi ng tasks.

Proj ect description

Thi s project addresses addition of |anguage features to PL/I to nmake it
suitable for real-tinme programm ng or programrng involving nultiple
asynchronous tasks and events. |Its output was a technical report, which
was submitted to X3 for approval and publication in January 1985 and
publ i shed in 1989.

Publ i cati ons during past year
None.

Progress and Status
No activity on project 297 this year, none anticipated in the near future.
No further work on project 297 is anticipated at this tine.

Future trends and pl ans

It is not clear that there is a sufficient requirenent, or sufficient
resources, to justify the devel opment of an independent PL/I real-tine

ext ensions Standard. J1 would recomend that the real-tine area would be
an appropriate one for a functional Standard with |anguage bindi ngs, rather
than a | anguage-specific activity. |If such a functional standard is
started, J1 reconmends its technical report as part of the US input to

that effort, since the issues addressed are not limted to PL/I and its

di al ect s.

Summary of Present Status
The TC is in nmmintenance status, with no outstanding tasks. There has been no
significant activity in the last two years.

3.

a.

Committee Activities

Previ ous Year's Meetings

The committee has not net face to face in the |last several years and no
neetings are scheduled. Menbers remain in paper and el ectronic nail
conmuni cati ons when needed.
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No nmeetings are schedul ed for the conmi ng year

c. Oficers
Chai r man,
Vi ce- chai r man,

(carried forward)
John C. Klensin
Charl es Nyl ander

I nternational representative: vacant,
rul es.
Vocabul ary representative: Arthur Coston

The committee has adopted severa
work of its officers, and its genera
portion of its nenbership.

d. Menbership

The following is a conplete list of Principa
according to the records held by the Chair

years and, with the exception of the Chair’s “day job”
records (updated version attached).

severa
consi stent with Secretari at

Art hur W Coston
John C. Klensin

Davi d Morey
Charl es Nyl ander
Ceorge H. Royer
Bruce C. Wi ght

ssss 7=

e. Liaison activities

Due to the conmittee's | ack of an active program
than to CT22 and INCITS itself are inactive and will
al so acts as SC22 Project

needed. The J1 Chair
provides liaison in that capacity.

f. Admnistrative matters of note

The nane of the programm ng | anguage addressed by this technica
upper-case “L”,

is “PL/I”", i.e., upper-case “P’

nunmeral “I”. The spelling “PL/1" does not
| anguage.

The gradual attrition of nenbership and
committee may, in the near future, nmake

to inquiries about reaffirmations or to
Net news group devoted to PL/I which has
and occasionally lively discussions and
General Purpose Subset

Chair substituting under

i nf or mal
adnm ni strative burdens,

mai nt enance TC

strategi es for spreading the
over a w der

and Alternate nenbers of J1
It is unchanged in the | ast
affiliation,

Applied Information Systens (P)
(P
(P
(P)
(P)
(P)

I ndi vi dual expert
I ndi vi dual expert
Mat hsof t

I ndi vi dual expert
Sof t Wi ght Systens

|iaisons to J1, other
be reactivated only if
Editor for PL/I and

conmittee
sl ash, upper-case roman
refer to any known standard or

interest in the correspondence

it difficult to continue to respond
take other actions. There is a

a reasonabl e nunber of participants
a freeware inplenentation of the

| anguage i s apparently underway.
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We expect to recomrend that the efforts of this conmittee be put into
“stabilized” status within the com ng year

Procedural matters of note
See “recommendations”, bel ow.

Recomendat i ons
The perceived val ue of any voluntary standards process, and the willingness
of vendors and users to support it, is ultimtely dependent on the
perceived quality of the technical work and the consensus built around it.
Short-cut and fast track processes are highly desirable — both to get work
out quickly and to reduce costs of neaningless activities — when there is
cl ear evidence of high technical quality and good consensus. But they also
pose a risk. Unless carefully applied and with adequate revi ew, procedures
that allow for haste can be used to slip efforts through the systemthat do
not have an appropriate level of quality and consensus. Depending on their
source, these efforts nmay even represent the marketing efforts of a small
cluster of interests. |If the quality is high, and industry consensus
exi sts around them that is not a problem But, if it is not, and they are
approved as National or International Standards, the reputation of the
entire systemis put at risk.

Programm ng | anguage standards have | ong been understood to be nore

conpl ex, and often nore sensitive in terns of the inpact on other work,
than is typical for INCTIS or JTCL docunents. These docunents al so often
require a high degree of specialization and tine to review properly. The
experience of the |last few years strongly suggests that existing procedures
and review tinme allowed for “fast track” docunents virtually guarantees
that proper review by appropriate comunities will not occur: there isn't
enough tine, the CT22 process and timng do not allow for exposure of
docunents to public review and hence by people who mi ght be materially
affected by the particul ar docunents under consideration, and there is no
practical mechanismfor concluding, after prelimnary review, that it is
i nappropriate to fast-track a particul ar docunent.

| strongly recomrend that the JTClL Fast Track procedures, and probably the
correspondi ng PAS ones, be reviewed with an eye toward provi di ng nore
careful, conpetent, and, when appropriate, public, review of conplex and/or
critical docunments. |In particular, it should be possible for a TAGto
conclude, after examination of a particular draft standard, that it is

i nappropriate for accel erated processing due to the need for nore serious
and public review, rather than nerely submtting technical criticisns on
details of the docunent.
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4. Anticipated Projects
None at present. However, if there were significant interest and adequate
resources, it would soon be an appropriate time to propose extensions to
PL/l1 to explicitly acconmodate nmulti-octet character sets and | anguage
bi ndings to themfor, e.g., the various graphics and database standards
that require such character sets. As pointed out in letters to SC22, this
capability is latent, although not conpletely explicit, in X3.74-1987. No
evi dence has yet appeared of such interest or resources, but new
devel opnent efforts might notivate it.

In any event, the present nenbership of the TC woul d favor extension work
only in ternms of add-on nodules, rather than alterations to the base
standard(s), as discussed bel ow.

J1 does not collect or disburse funds of any type. Al expenses in the |ast
several years (primarily email and nmaintenance of online mailing lists) have
been covered by the Chair out from other resources.

5. Future Trends in this Technical Area

J1 has suggested in other contexts that programmi ng | anguage standards
shoul d be issued, revised once, and thereafter either reaffirned or wthdrawn
with a revision only if it is needed to clarify significant issues and then
limted to those clarifications. This suggestion is based on the conviction
that further developnent within the context of the existing and established
| anguage is rarely either economically justified or a service to the user
community of that |anguage. J1 has concluded fromthis that devel opnents in
progranmm ng | anguage standards beyond a single revision should either be
handl ed as strict extension standards (including |anguage bindings to a
functional standard) or considered as new | anguage standard proposals. The
latter mght be initiated as "closely related to" or "deriving fronm an
exi sting earlier |anguage standard, but obligated to justify thensel ves
i ndependently on the basis of econom cs, resources, and demand. W note with
interest that this approach seens to be consistent with new “busi ness nodel
justification” trends in NCTIS and JTCL

The TC continues to followits own advice in this area, and no new
PL/I-derived | anguages are anti ci pated.

Attachnment 1. Internal Procedures
J1 is operating according to the maintenance conm ttee procedures of the X3
SD-2 and has established no additional internal procedures.
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Attachnment 2. Financial Statenent
J1 does not collect or disburse funds. See section 4.

Attachnment 3. Menbership

Updated copy of Secretariat-supplied listing attached (see 3.d above)
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