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INCITS Approves Fibre Channel — Switch Fabric — Generation 5 Project

Washington, DC — February 14, 2006 — The InterNational Committee for Information
Technology Standards (INCITS) has approved a new project proposal submitted by the INCITS
Fibre Channel Interfaces (T11) Technical Committee. The project is titled “Information
technology — Fibre Channel — Switch Fabric — Generation 5 (FC-SW-5)”, and the project number
IS project number 1822-D.

The proposed FC-SW-5 standard will describe the requirements for an interconnecting Fabric
consisting of multiple Fabric Switch elements to support the ANSI/INCITS Fibre Channel -
Framing and Signaling (FC-FS) and ANSI/INCITS Fibre Channel - Physical Interface (FC-PI-2)
standards.

The INCITS Fibre Channel Interfaces (T11) Technical Committee, which is chaired by Robert
Snively of Brocade Communications, is responsible for standards development and maintenance
in the areas of Fibre Channel (FC), Intelligent Peripheral Interface (IP1), and High-Performance
Parallel Interface (HIPPI). Snively said, "This project is important because it extends and
improves the functionality of Fibre Channel Storage Area Networks to meet the requirements of
even the largest enterprises and organizations.” More information regarding the project can be
found by visiting the technical committee’s web site: www.t11.org.

The approval of a project proposal is the first step in the INCITS process toward the
development of an American National Standard. INCITS encourages membership in the Fibre
Channel Interfaces (T11) Technical Committee, and is soliciting technical contributions to this
project. Membership in INCITS Technical Committees is open to all directly and materially
affected parties that meet attendance, voting, and service fee requirements. Interested parties and
technical experts interested in participating in the development work of this project should
contact Lynn Barra (LBarra@itic.org) at 202.626.5739 for more information. Information on the
INCITS program of work and technical committees is also available on www.incits.org

INCITS adheres to the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Patent Policy, and a call
for patents and pertinent issues is issued now and throughout the development of the project to
determine if a proposed standard may require the use of a patented invention. INCITS also
encourages disclosure, where possible, of the existence of pending U.S. patent applications
relating to the standard under development, and of any relevant unexpired foreign patents.
Additional information on patent disclosure can be found at: http://www.incits.org/call.htm.




About INCITS

The mission of the InterNational Committee for Information Technology Standards (INCITS) is
to promote the effective use of Information and Communication Technology through
standardization in a way that balances the interests of all stakeholders and increases the global
competitiveness of the member organizations. INCITS serves as the U.S. Technical Advisory
Group for ISO/IEC Joint Technical Committee 1, which is responsible for international
standardization in the field of information technology.

INCITS standards are available for purchase via INCITS website at www.incits.org or by
visiting the eStandards Store at www.ansi.org.

INCITS and the Information Technology Industry Council (ITI) are jointly accredited by, and
operate under rules approved by, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). These rules
are designed to ensure that voluntary standards are developed by the consensus of directly and
materially affected interests. For further information, please contact INCITS, 1250 Eye St. NW,
Suite 200, Washington, DC 20005 (www.incits.org).
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